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The President’s Budget Message

register and encode the data of 116 million Filipinos
nationwide, inclusive of the 10 million overseas Filipinos, by
2024. To complement this, we will also be funding the agency’s
Generation/Compilation of Community-Based Statistics with
PhP574 million, almost five (5) times higher than its 2021
budget of PhP85 million, to assess the impacts of our anti-
poverty measures and macroeconomic reforms at the barangay,
municipal, city and provincial level, especially those that belong
to the 5t and 6% income class.

Maintaining Law, Public Order, and Safety. | mentioned in my
first Budget Message that | would double, or even triple, the
efforts of the government to reduce criminality in our country.
True to our word, the Administration has never held back, and
will surely continue, in our efforts to maintain public order and
safety, and to ensure the protection of our territory and
sovereignty.

For the Department of the Interior and Local Government, we
have earmarked PhP250.4 billion. Of this amount, PhP48.1
billion will promote peace and order by improving services for
fire protection, and jail management and penology. The
Philippine National Police (PNP), for its part, will receive the
amount of PhP190.7 billion to effectively perform its functions,
such as increasing police presence in local communities and
guaranteeing the enforcement of quarantine measures
especially in areas with the highest concentration of COVID-19
cases. Moreover, PhP380 million will fund the first phase of the
Safe Philippines Project which will upgrade the capability of
authorities to reduce criminality, and improve traffic
management, fire services management, jail services
management, disaster risk reduction and management, and
public safety and security.

We still have a long battle ahead before we can fully eradicate

the drug problem in the country, but we will continue to ramp up
efforts in this campaign. The government will allot PhP2.5
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billion for the Philippine Anti-llilegal Drugs Strategy. The
Barangay Drug Clearing Program of the Philippine Drug
Enforcement Agency will receive PhP286 million to reduce the
use of illegal drugs and to minimize its impact in 7,090 affected
barangays nationwide.

We will continue to address the problems arising from the
continuing communist terrorist activities in the countryside. The
National Task Force to End Local Communist Armed Conflict,
the government's primary arm in ending local communist-
armed conflict, has been allotted a budget of PhP28.1 billion
for 2022. We have done so much more than any other previous
administration to end this 52-year-old conflict, and our latest
achievement is the designation, by the Anti-Terrorism Council,
of the National Democratic Front as a terrorist group. The
success of our past efforts now pave the way for the smooth
implementation of the Barangay Development Program, which
will rehabilitate 1,406 barangays in conflict-affected areas.

Meanwhile, some PhP222.0 billion will be allocated for the
Department of National Defense. This includes, among others,
the PhP35.0 billion budget for the Revised Armed Forces of the
Philippines Modernization Program, and PhP929 million for the
operationalization of the 11% Infantry Division in Jolo, Sulu.
Similarly, a PhP348 million budget of the Philippine Navy will be
used for the construction of the Balabac Port Facility in Palawan
to increase the tempo of operations in the West Philippine Sea.

Finally, | wish to assure our brothers and sisters in the
Bangsamoro Region of my Administration’s faithfulness to the
promise of support in their journey towards autonomy, peace
and progress. For 2022, the National Government will provide
the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM) with a budget of PhP74.8 billion. Additionally, a
portion of the PhP850 million lodged under the Office of the
Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process will fund the second
phase of the Normalization Program in the BARMM. This
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Program provides development efforts and livelihood
assistance for the combatants, non-combatants, their families,
and vulnerable families living in this region.

Sustaining the Country’s Development

Pursuing Strategic Infrastructure Development to Support
Economic Recovery and Revival. Even with the limited fiscal
space as a consequence of the pandemic, the government
continuously strives to stimulate the economy and help restore
its momentum through various measures and policies, such as
the development of the country’s infrastructure.

Infrastructure development continues to be one of the major
drivers of our economic recovery efforts, cornering a total
budget of PhP1.180 trillion or 5.3 percent of GDP for 2022.

From this total, our lead infrastructure agencies, the DPWH and
DOTr, will receive PhP686.1 billion and PhP151.3 billion,
respectively. These allocations will be used to continue the
implementation of strategic infrastructure development
programs that aim to support economic recovery and revival.

Of the proposed budget of the DPWH, PhP378.6 billion will be
used to finance the implementation of its major programs,
mainly, the Asset Preservation Program, Network Development
Program, Bridge Program, and Flood Management.

For the Asset Preservation Program, PhP63.3 billion will be
allocated to ensure the safety and reliability of our national road
systems, which are vital for the seamless movement of
essential goods and services. This will cover the preventive
maintenance of 1,073.833 km of roads; repair, reconstruction,
and upgrading of 228.576 km of damaged paved roads;
rehabilitation and reconstruction of roads with slips, slope
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collapse, and landslide; and construction, upgrading, and
rehabilitation of drainage along national roads.

The Network Development Program will receive PhP148.9
billion to improve connectivity and mobility across the country.
Some of the major projects under this program are the Davao
City Bypass Construction Project (South and Center Sections),
the Arterial Road Bypass, and the Samar Pacific Coastal Road.

Additionally, the Bridge Program will be provided with PhP35.4
billion for the construction, maintenance, retrofit, repair,
rehabilitation, and widening of bridges all over the country. Of
this amount, PhP2.6 billion will be provided for the seismic
improvement project of various major bridges in Metro Manila,
while PhP9.7 billion will be used for the construction of new
bridges such as the Panguil Bay Construction Project and the
Pasig River, Marikina River and Manggahan Floodway Bridges
Construction Project, to name a few.

The perennial problem of flooding in the Philippines not only
poses a hazard to individuals and families, but also to
infrastructure and economic activities of the country. To help
develop longterm flood management solutions, PhP131.1
billion will be provided for the Flood Management Program of
the DPWH. Of this amount, PhP74.6 billion will be allocated for
the construction and maintenance of flood mitigating structures
and drainage systems, while PhP56.5 billion will be allotted for
the flood mitigating facilities along major and principal rivers.

The pandemic has highlighted the importance of having an
efficient public transport system that can help ease the
problems faced by the commuting public. For 2022, the Rail
Transport Program will have the lion’s share in the DOTr’s
proposed budget, totaling PhP110.9 billion, which will fund the
strengthening and modernization of the country’s railroad
system. Of this amount, PhP58.6 billion will be for the North-
South Commuter Railway System, PhP34.6 billion for Phase 1
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of the Metro Manila Subway Project, PhP7.1 billion as Subsidy
for Mass Transport, PhP3.4 billion for the LRT Line 1 Cavite
Extension Project, PhP3.1 billion for the MRT 3 Rehabilitation
Project, PhP3.0 billion for the Philippine National Railways
South Long Haul Project, and PhP1.0 billion for the Subic-Clark
Railway Project.

To ease the traffic of goods from Luzon to Visayas and
Mindanao, some PhP550 million will be provided under the
Department of Transportation for the Ro-Ro ramp and
expansion project at the Sta. Magdalena Port in Sorsogon.

The airline industry has taken a major blow due to the travel
restrictions imposed during the pandemic. But as travel
restrictions are gradually eased and eventually lifted, we will
continue improving our aviation infrastructure to meet
international standards. Some PhP1.7 billion is proposed for
the Aviation Infrastructure Program, which will cover the
construction and rehabilitation expenses for several of our
airports, namely, Ormoc Airport, Catbalogan Airport, Tandag
Airport, and Itbayat Airport.

Providing Greater Opportunities through Quality
Education. Among the achievements of my Administration, the
accomplishments in our education system are the most
fulfilling. Regardless of the challenges that we had encountered
— from natural calamities to an unprecedented and continuing
pandemic — we have always prioritized the education of our
children. We have lived by, and always sought to prove that
“‘Ang kabataan ang pag-asa ng bayan,” by showing our support
for the Filipino youth and providing them quality education.

As the top priority of my Administration, the education sector
will receive a total budget of PhP803.0 billion from the 2022
National Budget. Of this amount, PhP630.8 billion will be
allocated to the Department of Education (DepEd), PhP75.4
billion to the country’s State Universities and Colleges (SUCs),
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PhP52.6 billion to the Commission on Higher Education (CHED),
and PhP14.7 billion to the Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority (TESDA).

For 2022, the Universal Access to Quality Tertiary Education
(UAQTE) will be provided with PhP49.7 billion. Of this amount,
PhP46.8 billion will come from the budget of the CHED to
support 1,337,171 students under the Free Higher Education
Program and 832,918 students (including 379,062 grantees of
the Tulong Dunong Program) under the Tertiary Education
Subsidy. The remaining PhP2.9 billion of the UAQTE will be
lodged under the budget of TESDA to finance the free technical-
vocational education and training of 21,223 beneficiaries.

The total education assistance and subsidies will reach
PhP30.1 billion. This will cover the PhP28.4 billion for Education
Service Contracting for Junior High School and the Senior High
School Voucher Programs, PhP1.5 billion for Student Financial
Assistance Programs, and PhP200 million for Private Education
Student Financial Assistance.

With the changes in the learning landscape, schools need to
adopt various measures and policies to continue to ensure
quality education for their students. To assure the successful
implementation of such measures and policies in 2022,
PhP99.2 billion will be allocated for the Basic Education-
Learning Continuity Plan.

Supplementing this support to ensure continued provision of
quality education in the face of challenges posed by the health
crisis, we aim to provide public schools with appropriate
technologies and equipment that would boost efficiency in the
students’ learning. For this, the DepEd Computerization
Program will receive PhP11.6 billion, while PhP107 million will
be allotted for the Flexible Learning Options.
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In preparation for the gradual resumption of face-to-face
learning, under the PhP5.4 billion budget of DepEd’s Basic
Education Facilities Program, PhP2.9 billion will be allocated for
the construction of 1,168 classrooms, PhP1.1 billion for the
procurement of 9,536 sets of school furniture, and PhP1.0
billion for the repair and rehabilitation of existing school
facilities,.

As the country shifts to the post-pandemic life, our workforce
needs to be retrained, reskilled, and retooled to help them
adapt. TESDA’s Training for Work Scholarship Program will
receive PhP3.8 billion, while the Special Training for
Employment Program and Tulong Trabaho Scholarship Program
will receive PhP2.1 billion and PhP1.0 billion, respectively.

Furthermore, to further enhance the quality of its services and
to provide an accessible quality training facility, TESDA will be
allocating PhP500 million for the establishment of the TESDA
Learning Center 4.0 Ready and PhP200 million for the
construction of Innovation Centers.

Developing Competitive and Productive Industries. The
restrictions imposed by the pandemic have taken a significant
toll on the business sector. Aside from the big players in the
industry, the most affected by the restrictions are the MSMEs,
which comprise a large percentage of businesses in the
country, and thus play a very significant role in our economic
development.

To focus on responding to the needs of MSMEs, the DTI, as the
primary agency mandated to foster competitive and innovative
industries, will receive PhP23.0 billion.

PhP728 million will be allocated to help MSMEs recover from
the effects of the pandemic. Of this amount, PhP558 miilion will
be made available for the maintenance of 1,266 Negosyo
Centers. The One-Town, One-Product Philippines (OTOP) will
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receive PhP92 million. Furthermore, PhP78 million will be
provided for the Shared Services Facilities (SSFs). With these,
the Negosyo Centers, OTOP, and SSF will be able to assist
10,586 MSMEs.

In our effort to increase the number of entrepreneurs and
generate more jobs in the country, PhP203 million will be
provided for the Livelihood Seeding Program-Negosyo Serbisyo
sa Barangay, which is expected to generate more than four (4)
million jobs until 2022, and thus lower our unemployment rate.
Additionally, the Rural Agro-Enterprise Partnership for Inclusive
Development (RAPID) Growth and the Pangkabuhayan sa
Pagbangon at Ginhawa Program will receive PhP825 million
and PhP1.0 billion, respectively.

Lastly, PhP1.5 billion will be allocated for the Pondo sa
Pagbabago at Pag-Asenso (P3) Program under the Small
Business Corporation. This initiative will provide financial
assistance to micro business owners around the country, to
help them address cash flow constraints, difficulties in covering
overhead cost, and the disruptions in the supply chain.

Improving Risk Resiliency through Climate Change Mitigation
and Adaptation. Given its geographical location, our country is
no stranger to natural disasters such as typhoons, floods, and
earthquakes. While such events always resulted in problems
and setbacks, they have also provided us with opportunities to
learn and create better systems, policies, and practices to
recover, bounce back, and prepare for possible disasters in the
future.

We will allocate PhP20.0 billion for the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Fund to ensure that there will be
available resources to address and support disaster risk
reduction and management activities.
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While it is crucial to prepare for possible disasters in the future,
we should also focus on the protection and preservation of our
environment, in order to ensure the sustainability of our natural
resources. These resources are vital for livelihood support and
improvement of the country’s economy.

In our effort to provide effective management of our natural
resources, a total of PhP26.3 billion will be allotted to the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources. This
includes the PhP3.7 billion fund for the National Greening
Program; PhP1.8 billion for the Manila Bay Rehabilitation
Program; and PhP1.4 billion for the Environmental Regulations
and Pollution Control Program.

ConcLusioN: THE RoAD TO FuLL RECOVERY

The story of the Filipino people - the narrative of our history as
a nation - has always conveyed a message of hope. Such hope
thrives in faith, resilience, creativity, fortitude and industry.
These past five years of my Administration have been a
testament to the hope that is always alive in every Filipino.

We hope for a better life, a better future, and a better world for
ourselves and for our children. We hope, at the end of each
grueling experience, for the worst to be over. We hope for an
end to COVID-19, that we survive the pandemic and triumph
over its impact. We hope to rise from every fall and failure, and
to recover from every setback.

Honorable men and women of the House of Representatives
and of the Senate, | am confident that you will agree with me
when | say that never before than at this point in our history
have we needed so much hope to get through a crisis, and to
rise up and move forward. Our National Budget will provide a
strong foundation for our people, on which to anchor their hope
amidst life’s uncertainties during this pandemic.
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We need to give back to our people the dreams that they have
almost abandoned, as they struggled to survive the pandemic.
We need to get on the road to recovery and resume our journey
to peace and progress.

We have not completely lost the gains from our efforts of reform
and transformation over these past five years. Real change has
begun. With your approval of our 2022 Proposed National
Budget, we will be able to pass on the fruits of real change as
our legacy to our pecple, and thereby ensure a free, healthy,
comfortable and secure life for all.

Maraming salamat po.

RODRIGO ROA DUTERTE

e . ! bt

' * p :
" ARANe ae 1
& mwiwmw ,:_2;: i
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
PRRD 2016 - 018349

31






